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DEAR MR KIRK

AM WRITING TO INFORM YOU OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATIONS

DEC PLANS TO SAMPLE THE LANDFILL GAS FROM THE BROWNINGFERRIS INDUSTRIES NIAGARA
LANDFILL IN THE TOWN OF TONAWANDA

DEC ANALYZED GAS SAMPLES FROM SIX OF THE 34 GAS WELLS IN THE LANDFILL IN

FEBRUARY OF THIS YEAR TO ASSESS THE CONCENTRATION OF RADON222 IN THE GAS WE FOUND

RADON CONCENTRATIONS EQUAL TO THAT OF RADON IN NORMAL SOILS AND WE CONCLUDED THAT THE

RADON WAS PREDOMINANTLY NATURALLY OCCURRING RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL WHICH IS NOT SUBJECT

TO STATE OR FEDERAL REGULATION THE RADIATION DOSE TO MEMBER OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC

FROM THAT CONCENTRATIO OF RADON IS LESS THAN ONE PERCENT OF THE REGULATORY LIMIT THAT

WOULD APPLY IF THIS WERE REGULATED RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL

THE BLOWERS THAT WILL DRAW THE GAS TO THE FLARE COULD AFFECT THE CONCENTRATION OF

RADON IN THE LANDFILL GAS IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PREDICT IN ADVANCE THE MAGNITUDE OF THE

CHANGE OR WHETHER IT WILL BE AN INCREASE OR DECREASE BECAUSE THE CONCENTRATION OF

RADON IN THE GAS IS LOW AND THE FLARE WILL DISPERSE THE GAS MUCH MORE QUICKLY THAN

DOES AIR MOVEMENT ALONE AS IS NOW THE CASE THERE APPEARS TO BE NO REASON NOT TO

START THE FLARE AND SAMPLE THE LANDFILL GAS AGAIN ONCE THE SYSTEM HAS BEEN STABILIZED

BFI HAS RECENTLY NOTIFIED US THAT THEY WILL BEGIN OPERATING THE FLARE DURING THE

WEEK OF AUGUST 12 ACCORDING TO BFL IT COULD TAKE TO WEEKS FOR THE GAS

EXTRACTION SYSTEM TO BE STABILIZED ONCE THE SYSTEM IS REMOVING GAS AT STEADY RATE

WE WILL COLLECT SAMPLES IN THE PIPELINE UPSTREAM OF THE FLARE BARRING ANY DELAYS IN

GETTING THE SYSTEM INTO STABLE OPERATION WE EXPECT TO SAMPLE THE GAS SOMETIME IN

SEPTEMBER



WE WILL PROVIDE YOU THE RESULTS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE SAMPLING OUR ANALYSIS
AND PREPARATION OF FINAL REPORT SHOULD BE COMPLETED WITHIN TWO WEEKS OF SAMPLING
AFTER THAT DEC STAFF WILL BE AVAILABLE TO MEET WITH THE PUBLIC TO EXPLAIN THE RESULTS

AND ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL ME AT 716 8517200

YOURS TRULY

GERALD MIKOL

REGIONAL DIRECTOR

CC VOYT BFI

TARNAWSKYJ BFI

SURGAN NYS DEPARTMENT OF LAW

RIMAWI NYSDEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

GORDON USNRC
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